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“These pagan settlers also gave us some

weekdays names, commemorating their
gods” (Yule, 2010)

(Woden and thor: Woden= Wednesday,
Thor= Thursday)
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Oh, might it flower anew, that youthful prime
And restore to us, Buthayna, the bygone time!
And might we again be blest as we wont to be,

When thy folk were nigh and grudged what thou gavest me!

Shall I ever meet Buthayna alone again,
Each of us full of love as a cloud of rain?
Fast in her net was | when a lad, and till

This day my love is growing and waxing still.

| have spent my lifetime, waiting for her to speak,
And the bloom of youth is faded from off my cheek;
But | will not suffer that she my suit deny,

My love remains undying, though all things die!
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(A bad workman always blames his tools)

The meaning of this proverb is....our success does
not depend on what Kind of tools we have but how we
use them. A person may have all the equipment in the
world but if he does not know how to use them he can
never complete a job successfully. Whereas a person
who can make effective use of what is available with
him can make a success of any work given to him.
The same can be said of real life situations too. We
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must learn to hone our talents and tabs maximum benefit out of them and not blame
destiny or fate when something goes wrong. Kumar and Ravi were two farmers who
were neighbors. Both owned a pair of oxen each with which they ploughed their land.
Kumar worked hard all day long in order to get a good yield and looked after his oxen
very well since he knew that they were very important for his farming activity, Ravi
on the other hand was a very lazy and a miser who never fed his oxen properly but
extracted maximum work from them and kept complaining that they were not doing
a good job. As a true friend Kumar advised and pointed out to Ravi that it was cruel
to ill-treat the animals which were helping him make a living. Ravi paid little heed to
Kumar’s words. He soon bought a tractor to plough his land and chased the oxen away
since he no longer needed them. Taking pity on the poor animals Kumar took them
under his wing although he could ill-afford to maintain them.

The monsoon soon arrived and it was time for cultivation. Kumar’s land was well
ploughed and ready for cultivation- thanks to his oxen. Ravi in his miserly fashion had
not maintained his tractor well and it kept giving him trouble. With the result, he could
not get his land ready for cultivation on time. He lamented and blamed it all on bad
luck not realizing that it was he who was responsible for his miserable state. Ravi not
only lost out on a good yield by his laziness but also spent more money than required
to repair his tractor due to poor maintenance. Despite having better equipment Ravi
was unable to get the best results, whereas Kumar was a good workman and hence was
able to succeed with the limited resources that he had.
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(The pen is mightier than the sword)

The Power of a pen is Mightier than the Sword. The power that the written word
carries is far more harmful and damaging than a sword. At best the sword can only
cause physical harm that too by force. Whereas the written word is strong enough
to influence many minds at a time. influence to the extent of even giving rise to
revolutions and agitations against unjust/ unfair governance. Several important events
in history have been the result of the powerful writings of the leaders of those times.

prri-olger Wi saall v’




S

prr-diger Wl n29l

Aiplasyl a2lll oya GEEAR OUEA

Although a sharp weapon like a sword does appear dangerous, the damage it can
inflict on the human body can be healed. But the written word can make or mar a
person of reputation and character. It can build or bring down governments. The
weapons and the force can only hurt the people. But the people will not change their
minds. The worse the force is applied, the stronger the people will become in their
ideology. The force and wars will not change the mind-set of the people against whom
the wars are declared.

It was Edward Bulwer Eytton who first coined this proverb in 1839. The proverb is:
“Beneath the rule of men entirely great the pen is mightier than the sword”. Take for
example the struggle for freedom against the British in India. All our freedom fighters
were constantly inspiring the common man to fight against the British with their powerful
writings even when they were in prison. Great leaders like Gandhi preached ahimsa and
non-violence. He achieved his dream of free India through this means and his objective
proving that violence is not the means to success. Poets like Subramania Bartha adopted
the medium of print to stir up the dormant spirit of the people. Through his writings
in Swedesamitran, he inspired the masses to fight against the British. The result of
those writings is right here for all of us to see a free India. There are many political
leaders who have ignited the people against the wrong stance of their governments.
The word SWORD does not literally mean the weapon which is used It refers to any
kind of violent activity or use of force.
In modern days it is used in the context
of wars. People are no longer ready to be
taken for granted. They believe in peace
and any attempt at dictatorship or corrupt
governance is questioned immediately.
The press in fact is often referred to as the
watchdog of democracy. There is ample
evidence to prove this point.
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The Poet Milton and Islam:
A Tale of Mutual Influence

Once Upon the Orient Wave
By Eid Abdallah Dahiyat
Hesperus Press, London, 2012

BY HANNA SAADAH

The Aphorismiby the ancient Greek physician, Hippocrates
of Kos, (B.C. 460-377) gave us this precious Latin saying — Ars
longa, vita brevis, occasio praeceps, experimentum periculosum,
iudicium difficile — which translates into “Art is long, vitality
brief, occasion precipitous, experiment perilous, judgment
difficult” What Eid Abdallah Dahiyat tries to do in his book
“Once Upon the Orient Wave,” is to delve into all segments of
the above aphorism in an effort to show us that great literary art
knows no boundaries, intermingles with all aspects of life, and
belongs to everybody.

Literary art, the fauna of humanity, permeates all cultures,
influences them, and outlasts them — as Lord Byron (1788-1824)
so aptly versed it in “Don Juan™:

But words are things, and a small drop of ink,
Falling like dew, upon a thought, produces

That which makes thousands, perhaps millions, think;
"Tis strange, the shortest letter which man uses
Instead of speech, may form a lasting link

Ofages; to what straits old Time reduces

Frail man, when paper - even a rag like this -
Survives himself, his tomb, and all that’s his.

Of all the arts, literature is the most immediately inclined
to dissemination, but is also the only art that requires translation,
and ‘there’s the rub.” For as the French proverb declares “Les
traductions sont comme les femmes. Lorsqu’elles sont belles
elles ne sont pas fidéles, et lorsqu’elles sont fidéles elles ne sont
pas belles,” which translate into — “Translations are like women;
when they are beautiful, they are not faithful and when they are
faithful, they are not beautiful.” In this ebb and tide of world
literature, “the idea of an imaginary journey to the other world
is a universal theme,” states the author, E. A. Dahiyat. Indeed, he
shows us that— from Homer’s “Odyssey” to Virgil’s “Aeneid,” to
the Quran, to Al-Ma’arri’s “Epistle of Forgiveness,” to Dante’s
“Divine Comedy,” to Milton’s “Paradise Lost”— this recurrent
theme transcends historical epochs with remarkable facility.

Milton’s “Paradise Lost,” the greatest literary epic in the
English language, is subjected to meticulous, scholarly study
by the author, with the noble intention of placing it into proper
historic prospective. Without favoritisin, this literary historian
examines the influence of the Islamic cultural renaissance in
Syria and Spain during the middle-ages, and on Milton’s opus
magnum, “Paradise Lost.”” He then examines the influence of
Milton on the Arabic literature that succeeded him and concludes
with the Iraqi poet, Jamil Sudqi Az-Zahawi’s long poem Thourah

“Untitled y Yasir Safi X
fil Jahim(“A Revolution in Hell”), which, he claims, “is probably
the most courageous poem in Arabic literature and the one which
bears the strongest similarities to Al-Ma’arri’s Risalat-ul-Ghfiran
and Milton’s ‘Paradise Lost’.”

“Once Upon the Orient Wave” is a scholarly work, suffused
with enlightening historical facts, circumspect in its assessment
of literary exchanges, profound in its analysis of intellectual
dimensions, and terse in its presentation (only 136 pages). Tt
represents a powerful expose of the sublime yearnings of the
human soul throughout recorded history. For the literati with
analytical minds and citizen-of-the-world spirits, it is necessaria
libro pro bibliothecis (an indispensable book for their
libraries).Ad

A Voice of the Voiceless

Vocabulary of Silence
By Veronica Golos
Red Hen Press, 2011

BY JOSEPH SILLS

In “Vocabulary of Silence,” Veronica Golos brings the
atrocities of war and violence from Iraq and Palestine, as well as
the drug wars in northern Mexico, to the reader’s consciousness
in a powerful yet respectful way, avoiding heavy-handedness
and accusations. The book is divided into two parts that both
address these heavy topics, but in very distinct ways. Part I
opens with a dream depicting war-torn Baghdad, followed by
protests of the horrors of Abu Ghraib and Ciudad Juarez. Golos
focuses on giving a voice to the voiceless ~ prisoners of war,
children, and abused women factory workers — striking a delicate
balance between the importance of using words to express the
complexity of their pain and the recognition that in the face of
unspeakable acts, only silence fully dignifies. Part I, titled
“Broken”, unfolds at a starkly faster pace, alternating between a
series of seven short “veil poems” examining the veil’s effect on
the wearer and the beholder — an issue to which the author has
devoted much of her work — and seven longer poems examining
the responsibility we all bear in perpetuating violence,
challenging the reader’s notion of assumed innocence.
“Vocabulary of Silence” gathers threads of different accounts of
war and artfully weaves them together, then follows by taking
them apart to reveal the nuances of the individual’s
experience. AJ
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