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Ahmad Hadi Shboul was born in the town of Shajarah (3,3=4dl) in north
Jordan (at dawn in early January, 1943).

He lives in Sydney, Australia, and returns regularly to Jordan and the
wider Arab World, and travels in Asia and Europe.

He holds a licence és lettres (B. A.) Honours, in History and Human
Geography from the University of Damascus; and

PhD in Middle Eastern History from the University of London (Royal
Holloway College & the School of Oriental and African Studies).

He has taught at the University of Jordan (Department of History) for
several years before joining the University of Sydney.

He is the founding Chair of the Department of Arabic & Islamic
Studies, Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences at the University of
Sydney, where he has taught for many years.

He has directed several research projects (including two projects
funded by the Australian Research Council).

He has initiated and taught several courses and units of study on the
Arab world, Islam and the Middle East at the University of Sydney, at
both undergraduate and postgraduate levels.



He has co-designed and co-taught cross-disciplinary courses of
study, jointly with colleagues in Asian Studies, European Studies,
Hebrew & Jewish Studies, History, Medieval Studies, and Peace and
Conflict Studies.

He has co-designed and taught courses on the Arab-Israeli conflict,
at both undergraduate and postgraduate levels.

He has also designed and taught a unit of Study on “Contemporary
Arab political Culture” for postgraduate students (M.A. level) at the
Australian National University, in Canberra.

He has supervised dozens of research theses, mostly at the
Doctorate level in the field of Arabic & Islamic Studies.

He has acted as joint-supervisor for PhD theses in Archaeology,
Architecture and Law, at the University of Sydney and other
Australian universities.

He has acted as external examiner for numerous PhD theses in
Australian and New Zealand universities, and as reviewer for a
number of academic journals in several countries.

He has held Senior Research Fellowships at Edinburgh University,
Scotland:; Harvard University (Dumbarton Oaks), USA; and the
Australian National University, Canberra; and spent time as a visiting
research scholar at Institut frangais d’Archeologie Orientale in Cairo.

He has given guest lectures at several universities world-wide,
including: India (Aligarh); Iran (Isfahan and Tehran); Jordan (The
University of Jordan, Amman and Yarmouk University, Irbid);
Switzerland (Berne, Freiburg and Lausanne); UK (Edinburgh and
London), the USA (Harvard, Michigan, New York University, State
University of New York at Binghamton, Princeton, UCLA); as well as
at several Australian universities.

He has participated in numerous international conferences in
Australia (Adelaide, Brisbane, Canberra, Darwin, Hobart, Melbourne,
New Castle, Perth, Sydney, Wollongong); Cyprus, Denmark,
Germany (Stuttgart); India (New Delhi), Iran (Isfahan), Jordan
(Amman, Irbid, Petra), Lebanon(Beirut; AUB and Notre Dame), Qatar
(Doha Institute for Graduate Studies), UAE (New York University at
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Abu Dhabi), Saudi Arabia (King Saud University), Sweden
{Stockholm), Switzerland (Lausanne), Turkey (Istanbul), the UK
{Edinburgh, Cambridge, London, Oxford) and the USA (Georgetown,
Washington DC, Seattle, Washington State).

He has served on the editorial board of journais in Australia, including
the Joumnal of Arabic Isfamic & Middle Easftern Studies; and the
Asian Studies Review

He served as Member and then Chair of the Arabic Syllabus
Committee at the NSW Department of School Education

He acted as juror and assessor for the Literature Board, Australia
Council for the Arts. .

He has served as Member of the Advisory Council on Mulficuitural
Affairs (Dept. of the Australian Prime Minister & Cabinet)

Member of the Council for Australian Arab Relations (Australian
Department of Foreign Affairs & Trade)

Ethnic Affairs / Community Refations Commissioner (Premier's
Department, NSW)

He has given numerous Radio and TV interviews in Australia: on
Arab, Islamic cultures and Middle Eastern issues, especially on the
ABC and SBS, and on various non-commercial community Radios,
and occasionally on Aljazeera, the BBC, and on Sky News and
Bloomberg, as well as on Radio New Zealand, and Singapore TV,
and several German and Canadian print media outlets.

He was honoured in the 1988 Bicentennial Honours list by being
appointed as Member of the Order of Australia (AlM).

Ahmad has published extensively on the following subjects:
Arab and Islamic socio-cultural and intellectual history;
Modern Arab and Islamic history,

Society and politics in the Arab and Islamic contexts;

Arab and Islamic perceptions of other societies and cultures; and



Cultural aspects of the Arab and Muslim communities in Australia

. More specifically, Ahmad’s publications include contributions to the
following cultural and intellectual themes:

« Classical Arabic Islamic historiography,
- Human geography and travel;
« Social and cultural history of Damascus and Bilad al-Sham;

» Arab-Greek cultural encounters and mutual perceptions in pre-
modern and modern times;

. Contemporary Islamic movements and Islamic political thought;
- Perceptions of globalization in contemporary Arabic discourse;

« Linguistic studies: Especially “Having in Arabic and the Grammar of
Meaning”.

. Historical and intellectual contexts of modernisation trends in the
Arab world:

« The aesthetics of place and memory in classical Arabic poetry;

The city in contemporary Arabic poetry and fiction.

(a series of his literary studies appeared in several issues of
Literature & Aesthetics, Sydney).

Ahmad’s current on-going research interests focus on the following:

» History of Bilad al-Sham

. Arab-Western mutual perceptions;

» The historian as political and cultural critic;

« The role of public intellectuals in Arab and Western societies.

. Ahmad has published numerous poems in the Arabic press, and is
preparing a collection of these and more recent poems for publication
in volume form. He also writes poetry in English.
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« Al-Mas‘udi and his World: A Muslim Humanist and His Interest in
non-Muslims, London, Ithaca, 1979, 366pp.
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« ‘The Place of the Maghrib in the history of Arab Islamic
culture’, Maghrebian Studies Conference, Anne-Marie Nisbet,
Sydney, NSW University Press, 1980, pp. 1-14
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« ‘Christians and Muslims in Syria and upper Mesopotamia in the
early Islamic period: Cultural change and continuity’, Religious
Change, Conversion and Culture, ed. Lynette Olson, Sydney,
1996 (Sydney Studies in Society and Culture), pp. 74-92.
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‘Change and continuity in early Islamic Damascus’, ARAM,
Oxford-Leuven, Volume 6, 1994 (published 1997), pp. 67-102.

(A A1 gl 8 315 8 )y il

‘Identity and self-image in Syria-Palestine in the transition from
Byzantine to early Islamic rule’ (joint author: Alan G.
Walmsley), Mediterranean Archaeology, volume 11, 1998, pp.
255-287.
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Three short articles: ‘Sadr ;(s»<l)and ‘Tagwa ,(ss8) 'in The
Oxford Encyclopedia of the Modern Islamic World, ed. John
Esposito, New York, Oxford University Press, 1995; and ‘Tagwa’
— (s5)a new version — in The Oxford Encyclopedia of Islam and
Women, edited by Natana J. SeLong-Bas, OUP, e-version, 2013.
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‘Byzantium and the Arabs: the image of the Byzantines as
mirrored in Arabic literature’. First published in Byzantine Papers,
Canberra, 1981, pp.43-68.

This article was chosen for inclusion in Arab-Byzantine Relations
in Early Islamic Times, ed. Michael Bonner, New York, Ashgate,
2004 (Formation of the Classical Islamic World Series, vol. 8), pp.
235-260.
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‘Arab attitudes towards Byzantium: Official, learned,

popular’. KAOHI'HTPIA: Essays Presented to Joan Hussey for her
80" Birthday, ed. Julian Chrysostomides, Camberley, England,
Porphyrogenitus, 1988, 111-128.
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« Twenty articles in the Oxford Dictionary of Byzantium, ed.
Alexander Kazhdan, New York, Oxford University Press, 1991,

« ‘Arab-Islamic perceptions of Byzantine religion and
culture’. Muslim Perceptions of Other Religions: A Historical
Survey, ed. Jacques Waardenburg, New York, Oxford University
Press, 1999, p. 122-35.
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. ‘Greek destinies in the Arab world: Prominent Muslims of Greek
background in the classical Islamic period’, Modern Greek
Studies — Australia and New Zealand, Volume14 (2010), 287-304.
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. ‘Byzantium and the Arabs: intercultural exchange in the pre-
Islamic and early Islamic period’, Byzantine Culture: Byzantine
Days of Istanbul: Papers from the 2010 Istanbul International
Conference, ed. Dean Sakel, Ankara, 2014, pp. 175-185.
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« Two-book-chapters from Muhammad ibn Mankali on Naval
Warfare in the Mediterranean:

. [a] Official instructions for military mobilization),

« [b] Royal rules and normal controls, translated by
Ahmad Shboul, in The Age of the APOMQN (Dhromon):
The Byzantine Navy ca 500-1204, with John Pryor &
Elizabeth M. Jeffreys, Leiden, Brill 2006, pp. 645-666.

a8 A el AU Jsa ¢S (0 dane il (e S (e Cplead e Balat A IS das )

(s il T guiall g 4 shall ASAYP? g g jall el B Apans 1 ALK daus gl



10

A Al g aMla) J g g st ot goll allel] 9 dealsnall g painall g SEN Py )l P8 il p3 — 7

 yalzall allel]

‘Islamic radicalism in the Arab world’, The Middle East:
Prospects for Peace and Settlement, ed. Amin Saikal & G. Jukes,
(Canberra, ANU, 1995), pp. 29-
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‘Islam and Globalisation: Arab world Perspectives’, Islamic
Perspectives on the New Millennium, ed. Virginia Hooker & A.
Saikal, Singapore, Institute of Southeast Asian Studies, 2004,
reprint 2006, pp. 41-73.
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‘Between rhetoric and reality: Islam and politics in the Arab
world’, Islam and Politics in the Modern World, ed. A. Johns and
N, Lahoud, London & New York, Routledge, 2005, pp. 170-191,
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‘Prospects for peace and stability’, After the Gulf War, ed. StJohn
Kettle & Stephanie Dawrick, Sydney, Pluto, 1991, pp. 7-25
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‘Islam and the Australian media: the implications of distorting
mirrors’, Australian Religion Studies Review, Volume 2, 1990, pp.
19 — 23,
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‘Arab Society and Culture’, Voices, Canberra, National Library of Australia,

Winter 1993, pp. 5-13. .(=uall alladl 3 488 5 axdiaall )
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« ‘Having in Arabic’ in Zeirtschrift fiir Arabische Lingustik (Journal of
Arabic Linguistics) (Germany, 1983), 24-47.
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« ‘The Arab poet and the city: Modernity and alienation’, in
Literature & Aesthetics, Sydney, Volume 15 (December 2005), pp.
59-74.

« ‘Different journeys: Place, self and imagination in the classical
Arabic poetic tradition’ Literature & Aesthetics, Sydney, Volume
16 (December 2006), 9-31.
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« ‘Gendered Space and dynamics in Saudi Arabian cities: Riyadh
and Dammam in Turki al-Hamad’s Trilogy’, Literature &
Aesthetics, Sydney, Volume 17 (July 2007), 203-223.
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